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SUBJECT:USE OF INTERMEDIARIES IN ALGERIA 

AMERICAN HOIST OF ST. PAUL MINNESOTA WHICH IS CURRENTLY 
WORKING ON SEVERAL SONATRACH PROJECTS, HAS RECEIVED REPEATED 
REQUESTS FROM SONATRACH TO EXECUTE EX POST FACTO AFFIDAVIT 
CERTIFYING THAT IT DID NOT USE INTERMEDIARY TO OBTAIN 
SEVERAL OTHER CONTRACTS IN EARLY 70'S ON WHICH WORK IS 
NOW COMPLETED. PROBLEM IS THAT AMERICAN HOIST DID USE 
INTERMEDIARY AGAINST WHICH THERE WAS NO FORMAL RESTRICTION 
AT THAT TIME. AMERICAN HOIST IS CONCERNED THAT SITUATION 
MAY ENDANGER ITS CURRENT PROJECTS IN ALGERIA AS WELL AS 
ALGERIANS WORKING FOR COMPANY AND HAS REQUESTED ADVICE 
ON HOW TO RESPOND IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE CONSEQUENCES. 

IN PARTICULAR AMERICAN HOIST WOULD LIKE TO KNOW PRECISE 
DATE ON WHICH PRESENT REQUIREMENT FOR AFFIDAVIT CONCERNING 
INTERMEDIARIES CAME INTO EFFECT. ANY COMMENTS WHICH 
EMBASSY CAN OFFER WHICH MIGHT BE USEFUL TO AMERICAN HOIST 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 
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